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Leather

tory began, and new conditions arose. During
the 16th Century there were a number cf
leagues for a variety of purposes, the most
famous of which were the Schmalkaldic
League in Germany and the Catholic League
in France. Towards the end of the conflict
between France and Spain, which continued
after the peace of Westphalia, Mazarin con-
tributed to the formation of the League of
the Rhine, which was composed of powerful
German princes, and was intended as a check
upon the emperor. During the i8th century
the most famous league was that of France
and Spain, which were united by a series of
family compacts.

Early in the igth century, following the
battle of Waterloo (1815), the Holy Alliance
was formed at the instance of Tsar Alexander,
composed originally of himself, the Emperor
of Austria, and the King of Prussia.

Out of the Holy Alliance grew the Concert
of Europe, a system which embraced the
Christian Powers of Europe and to which
Turkey was admitted in 1856.

Leahy, William Daniel (1875- ), Ad-
miral in the U. S. Navy, was born in Hamp-
ton, Iowa; was educated at Annapolis. He
served with the Nicaraguan occupation armies
and in the Haitian campaign; in 1930 was
commissioned Rear Admiral, in 1935, Vice-
Admiral and in 1936, Admiral; in 1937, Chief
of Naval Operations. He retired from the
Navy in 1939 and was appointed Governor
of Puerto Rico. In 1940 he was named Am-
bassador to the Vichy Government; in 1942
he was made Chief of Staff to Pres. Roose-
velt; and in 1944, a 5 star Admiral.

Leander, in ancient Greek legend, a youth
of Abydos, on the Hellespont, who loved
Hero, the priestess of Aphrodite, in Sestos,
and swam the strait every night to visit her.
The lighthouse at Sestos guided him; but one
stormy night its light failed, and he was
drowned. Next morning his body was washed
ashore at Sestos, and Hero, seeing it, cast
herself into the sea. The story is told by
MUSEBUS in his epic of Hero and Leander, and
is also referred to in the works of Ovid, Virgil
and Christopher Marlowe.

Leap Year. When Julius Caesar reformed
the Roman calendar, he added a day every
fourth year in order to make the average
solar year 365]^ days. Every year exactly
divisible by four except those that are divis-
ible by 100 and not by 400 is a leap year.

Lear, Edward (1812-88), English artist
and author of Danish descent, was born in

Hollo way, London. From 1832 to 1836 he
was at Knowsley, the residence of the Earl of
Derby. During this time he drew the plates
for the Knowsley Menagerie, and it was for
the Earl's grandchildren that he made his
famous Book of Nonsense (1846), which went
through 27 editions. His works include Non-
sense Songs and Stones; Laughable Lyrics;
Journal of a Landscape Painter in Corsica.
Lease, the conveyance by which the con-
ventional relation of landlord and tenant is
created. Though usually employed to describe
the written instrument of conveyance of land
for a term of years, the term lease is equally
applicable to a parol letting of lands or to the
deed by which an estate for life is created. In
the absence of a covenant to the contrary a
tenant may assign his lease or sublet the prem-
ises. An assignment of his whole term does
not relieve him from liability to his landlord
unless the latter by word or deed accepts the
assignee as his tenant in the place of the or-
iginal tenant, and a breach of any of the cov-
enants in the lease will entitle the landlord to
evict the tenant and assignee, and look to the
former for damages. A lease may be termin-
ated by expiration of the term; breach of
covenant by either party which is taken ad-
vantage of by the other; by total destruction
of the premises by fire or other calamity; by
agreement of the parties.
Lease-Lend Act (H. R. 1776). See
Lend-Lease Act.
Leather, the hide or skin of animals which
has been dried and subjected to certain chem-
ical processes in order that decomposition may
be arrested. Owing to the variety of purposes
to which leather is applied, and the consider-
able differences in the hides and skins which
are used in its manufacture, the processes of
leather manufacture are complicated and nu-
merous. Technically, the trade is divided into
many sections, such as tanning, currying, and
leather dressing.
Skins are classified according to the meth-
od and state of preservation as fresh or green
skins, those fresh from the animal; dried, as
the skins which are imported from Buenos
Aires and from the Cape of Good Hope; salt-
ed, as those from Australia; and dried and
salted, as those from Brazil and the West In-
dies. Green hides are ready at once for the
process of cleansing and the removal of the
hair, but dried hides must first be softened by
soaking for from 10 to 14 days in cold water.
After being cleansed and, when necessary, soft-
;ned, the hides are immersed and moved about